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1. A mutual risk-sharing rationale for migration and 
remittances
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2. Remittances aimed at diversifying the migrant’s income 
portfolio

3. Remittances aimed at reducing precautionary savings by 
the family
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4. Remittances aimed at purchasing insurance from the family

and

5. Remittances as an element in an implicit migrant–family 
contractual agreement
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6. Altruism, relative deprivation and the value of remittances

relative
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7. Remittances as a ‘purchaser’ of gratitude

8. Remittances as a status-enhancing device

2

9. Strategic remittances

2
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10. Migrants remit because they are induced to remit

11. Migrants remit because they are conditioned to remit
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12. Remittances and inheritance

13. How to infer the reasons for remitting from the erosion of 
remittances
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14. How to infer the reasons for remitting from remittances 
coming to a halt
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15. Conclusion
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